
Refugee Week



With  schools closed or open with reduced capacity, the power of

books to combat isolation, expand horizons and create a sense of

shared community is more important than ever. Connecting young

learners with books they will love can be a challenge but is integral

in creating life-long readers. This collection of titles, selected by

professionals, teachers and librarians alike is intended to inspire

students for their entertainment value, strong themes and

relatability. 

 

All the titles are available for loan online on BorrowBox, either via

their app or their website:

 

 

 

If you are not already a library member you can still join to use

eBooks, eAudiobooks, online magazines, newspapers, comics 

and other online resources. 

 

You can join online at: 

 

 

by emailing  

or phoning 

Refugee Week, running 15 - 21 June 2020, is a nationwide

programme of arts, cultural and educational events that celebrate

the contribution of refugees and migrants and encourages a

better understanding between communities.

https://www.islington.gov.uk/libraries-arts-and-heritage/libraries
/join-islington-libraries

https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/

mainPage.html?b2bSite=5330

@Islingtonlibs

library.informationunit@islington.gov.uk

020 7527 6952

by emailing library.informationunit@islington.gov.uk or phoning 
020 7527 6952

https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/mainPage.html?b2bSite=5330
https://www.islington.gov.uk/libraries-arts-and-heritage/libraries/join-islington-libraries
library.informationunit@islington.gov.uk


A heart-breaking story of refugees escaping from war-torn
Syria.

Atia Abawi 
A Land of Permanent Goodbyes  eBook

Michael is drawn to his new classmate Mina, but they're on
opposite sides of an issue that's tearing their town apart.

Randa Abdel-Fattah 
The Lines We Cross eBook

One man's phenomenal tale of escaping a death sentence in
Iraq, surviving the Australian Refugee system and becoming
a pioneering surgeon at the forefront of Orthopaedic
medicine.

Munjed Al Muderis 
Walking Free eBook 

Bana’s happy childhood was abruptly upended by civil war
when she was only three years old.

Bana Alabed 
Dear World eAudiobook  & eBook

Munjed shares the extraordinary journey that his life-
changing new surgical technique has taken him on.

Munjed Al Muderis & Patrick Weaver 
Going Back eBook



A powerful novel of duty and family set against the American
Indian and Civil Wars.

Sebastian Barry 
Days Without End eBook

A heart-wrenching story of escape, love and comic-book
heroes set in Prague, New York and the Arctic.

Michael Chabon 
The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay eBook 

Aya is eleven years old and has just arrived in Britain with
her mum and baby brother, seeking asylum from war in
Syria.

Catherine Bruton 
No Ballet Shoes in Syria  eBook

This incredible tale about two boys' swim from mainland
China to Hong Kong in search of freedom from poverty and
oppression is inspired by a true story.

Wai Chim 
Freedom Swimmer eBook

A group of refugees who survive a perilous ocean
voyage to reach Canada – only to face the threat of
deportation and accusations of terrorism in their new
land.

Sharon Bala
The Boat People  eAudiobook 



A stunning magical story of a summer of friendship with
darker undertones of the plight of refugees.

Frank Cottrell-Boyce
The Unforgotten Coat  eAudiobook & eBook

First love, friendship and quiet courage combine in this
spare and beautiful story.

Sarah Crossan 
The Weight of Water eBook

An inspiring autobiography by a teenager who shows us
that, beyond everything, there is always hope for a better
future.

Michaela & Elaine DePrince 
Hope in a Ballet Shoe eBook 

A young adult novel that shines a light on contemporary
society.

Demet Divaroren 
Living on Hope Street eBook

Nineteen-year-old refugee Alephonsion Deng, from
war-ravaged Sudan, had great expectations when he
arrived in America three weeks before two planes
crashed into the World Trade Towers.

Alephonsion Deng 
Disturbed in Their Nests eAudiobook 



The laugh-out-loud, reach for your hanky story of one of
Australia's best-loved comedians.

Anh Do 
The Happiest Refugee  eBook

A remarkably moving fictional story of one woman's heart-
breaking journey through the UK asylum system and very
real detention centres such as Yarl’s Wood.

Jason Donald 
Dalila eBook

A heart-pounding adventure story, a tale of underdog
entrepreneurship and true passion, and a fascinating
modern take on the great American dream.

Dave Eggers 
The Monk of Mokha eBook 

Conflict separates Valentino Achak Deng from his family and
forces him to leave his small Sudanese village, joining
thousands of other orphans on their long, long walk to
Ethiopia, where they find safety - for a time.

Dave Eggers 
What is the What eBook

Follows a cast of housemates as they navigate questions of
art making and economies, breakups and breakdowns, and
the internet and its many obsessions.

Fiona Alison Duncan 
Exquisite Mariposa eBook



The story of a small Scottish community living through what
people have begun to think is the end of times.

Jenni Fagan 
The Sunlight Pilgrims  eBook

A fashionable house in a London terrace is renowned around
the world as a place of refuge for exiled writers who have
fallen foul of oppressive regimes.

Tim Finch 
The House of Journalists eBook

The story of a refugee: one child's journey stands for the
journeys of many and the hopes of even more.

Ele Fountain 
Boy 87 eBook 

The story of refugees, those fleeing terror, the world over.

Françoise Frenkel 
No Place to Lay One's Head eBook

This Cuban American coming-of-age novel is inspired
by the author's own experience.

Enrique Flores-Galbis 
90 Miles to Havana eAudiobook 



A beautiful, heart-breaking novel based on the true story of
an Afghan boy's journey in search of a place to call home.

Fabio Geda 
In the Sea There Are Crocodiles eAudiobook & eBook

A richly imagined tale of one woman's search for love and
belonging.

Camilla Gibb 
Sweetness in the Belly eBook

In February 1962, three years into Fidel Castro’s rule of their
Cuban homeland, the González family landed in Miami with
a few personal possessions and two bottles of Cuban rum.

Gerardo M González 
A Cuban Refugee's Journey to the American Dream

eBook 

Even though Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by
continents and decades, shocking connections will tie their
stories together...

Alan Gratz 
Refugee eAudiobook & eBook

The inspirational story of Lisa Jura Golabek’s escape
from Nazi-controlled Austria to England on the famed
Kindertransport.

Mona Golabek & Lee Cohen 
The Children of Willesden Lane eAudiobook 



A powerful novel about war, family and love.

Mohammed Hanif 
Red Birds  eBook

An extraordinary story of love and hope.

Mohsin Hamid 
Exit West eAudiobook & eBook

The story of Hemon's parents' immigration from Sarajevo to
Canada and a book of short memories of the author's family,
friends, and childhood in Sarajevo.

Aleksandar Hemon 
My Parents eBook 

A poignant, personal, and hopeful tale of India's partition,
and of one girl's journey to find a new home in a divided
country.

Veera Hiranandani 
The Night Diary eAudiobook & eBook

Through the eyes of a child, we learn about the historic
persecution of the Rohingya people and witness the
violence Habiburahman endured throughout his life
until he escaped the country in 2000.

Habiburahman 
First, They Erased Our Name eAudiobook 



Afghanistan, 1952. Abdullah and his sister Pari live with their
father and stepmother in the small village of Shadbagh.

Khaled Hosseini 
And the Mountains Echoed  eBook

Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win
the local kite-fighting tournament and his loyal friend
Hassan promises to help him.

Khaled Hosseini 
The Kite Runner eAudiobook & eBook

The incredible true story of a boy living in war-torn Somalia
who escapes to America; first by way of the movies, years
later, through a miraculous green card.

Abdi Nor Iftin 
Call Me American eAudiobook & eBook

From the moment that Gjorg's brother is killed by a
neighbour, his own life is forfeit; the code of Kanun requires
Gjorg to kill his brother's murderer and then in turn be
hunted down.

Ismail Kadare 
Broken April eBook

A riveting and powerful story of an unforgiving time, an
unlikely friendship and an indestructible love.

Khaled Hosseini
A Thousand Splendid Suns eAudiobook & eBook



When ten-year-old Abbas arrives in England from Iran to

start a new life, little does he know that his troubles have

only just begun.

Abbas Kazerooni 

Boy With Two Lives  eBook

The moving testimony of an ordinary man whose late

summer boat trip off a Sicilian island unexpectedly turns

into a tragic rescue mission.

Emma Jane Kirby 

The Optician of Lampedusa eBook

Tara is an ordinary teenager. Although her country,

Kurdistan, is caught up in a war, the fighting seems far away.

It hasn't really touched her. Until now.

Elizabeth Laird 

Kiss the Dust eBook

The definitive book on the refugee crisis.

Patrick Kingsley  

The New Odyssey  eBook

The true story of one man's unshakable faith, thirst

for knowledge, and indomitable will.

Joseph Kaifala 

Adamalui  eAudiobook 



An inspiring tale of modern migration, overcoming adversity

and escaping the hell of war, from a girl struggling to walk

for the very first time in her life.

Christina Lamb & Nujeen Mustafa

The Girl from Aleppo  eAudiobook & eBook

Nuri is a beekeeper, his wife Afra is an artist. They live a

simple life, rich in family and friends, in the beautiful Syrian

city of Aleppo - until the unthinkable happens.

Christy Lefteri 

The Beekeeper of Aleppo eAudiobook & eBook

A hilarious, farcical, tender novel of modern issues and

manners.

Marina Lewycka 

The Lubetkin Legacy eBook

An epic tale of family, identity, love, death and survival.

Min Jin Lee 

Pachinko  eBook

Where do you go when you can't go home? A powerful and

beautifully written story about the life of one family in

wartime.

Elizabeth Laird 

Welcome to Nowhere  eBook



A laugh-out-loud short story.

Marina Lewycka 

A Shorter History of Tractors in Ukranian 

With Handcuffs eBook

The awe-inspiring true story of Yusra Mardini, Syrian refugee

and Olympic swimmer.

Yusra Mardini 

Butterfly eAudiobook & eBook

A gripping and poignant novel about a mysterious romance.

Mario Vargas Llosa 

The Bad Girl  eBook

Sisters Vera and Nadezhda find themselves out-

manoeuvred by their father's scheming fiancée.

Marina Lewycka 

A Short History of Tractors in Ukranian

 eAudiobook 

A sweeping account of one family’s escape from the

turmoil of war-torn Europe.

Leslie Maitland 

Crossing the Borders of Time eAudiobook 



Sepha Stephanos is a man still caught between two

existences: the one he left behind, aged nineteen, and the

new life he has forged in Washington DC.

Dinaw Mengestu 

Children of the Revolution  eBook

We are in the midst of a global refugee crisis. Sixty five

million people are fleeing for their lives. What can we

possibly do to help?

David Miliband 

Rescue eBook

An accurate and brilliantly-written tale of the journey of one

young boy as he flees the war in Syria.

Jane Mitchell 

A Dangerous Crossing eBook

A powerful and moving read that explores love, grief and the

reality of the contemporary American immigrant

experience.

Dinaw Mengestu 

How to Read the Air  eBook

An impassioned defence of global immigration.

Suketu Mehta 

This Land is Our Land  eAudiobook



Moorehead has interviewed emigration officials and

members of the United Nations High Commission for

Refugees in Geneva while investigating the fates of the 17

million people currently displaced from their homes.

Caroline Moorehead 

Human Cargo  eBook

This is the story of Aman, as told in his own words – a boy

from Afghanistan fleeing the horror of the Afghan war.

Michael Morpurgo 

Shadow eBook

A timely, provocative and agenda-setting examination of the

refugee experience.

Dina Nayeri  

The Ungrateful Refugee eAudiobook & eBook

For over a decade, human rights journalist Agus Morales has

journeyed to the sites of the world's most brutal conflicts

and spoken to the victims of violence and displacement.

Agus Morales 

We Are Not Refugees  eBook

A fictionalised diary that provides keen insight into the day-

to-day activities of the large immigrant Jewish community

of New York.

Kadya Molodovsky 

A Jewish Refugee in New York  eBook



A beautiful and inspiring tale of conflict and survival that

will inspire young readers and adults alike.

Linda Sue Park 

A Long Walk to Water eBook

'I am most grateful for two things: that I was born in North

Korea, and that I escaped from North Korea.'

Yeonmi Park 

In Order to Live eAudiobook & eBook

A collection of astonishing interviews with refugees, their 

 descendants, or their loved ones to document their

extraordinary, and   sometimes harrowing, journeys of

flight.

Ratna Omidvar & Dana Wagner 

Flight and Freedom  eBook

Featuring original essays by a collection of writers from

around the world, this is an indictment of closing our doors,

and a powerful look at what it means to be forced to leave

home and find a place of refuge.

Viet Thanh Nguyen 

The Displaced  eBook

The story of a man of two minds, offering a unique

perspective on the Vietnam war.

Viet Thanh Nguyen 

The Sympathizer eAudioBook



An acutely relevant and thought-provoking anthology of

fiction, memoir, poetry and essays on asylum seekers.

Lucy Popescu 

A Country of Refuge eBook

This coming-of-age novel takes place against the political

and military backdrop of modern-day Burma.

Mitali Perkins 

Bamboo People  eAudioBook & eBook

Gulwali Passarlay was sent away from Afghanistan at the

age of twelve, after his father was killed in a gun battle with

the US army for hiding Taliban fighters.

Gulwali Passarlay 

The Lightless Sky  eBook

Martha's posting to Agok, in South Sudan, gives her

the chance to make amends for the mistake that

caused her to be sent home from her last posting.

Tina Pepler 

Crisis eAudioBook

"Amira, look at me," Muma insists. "The Janjaweed

attack without warning.If ever they come, run."

Andrea Davis Pinkney 

The Red Pencil eAudioBook



In the Sicily of the 50s, still haunted by memories of Fascism

and the war, the last Prince of Lampedusa struggles to

complete the novel that will be his lasting legacy.

Steven Price 

Lampedusa eAudiobook & eBook

Farouk’s country has been torn apart by war. Lampy’s heart

has been laid waste by Chloe. John’s past torments him as

he nears his end.

Donal Ryan 

From a Low and Quiet Sea eAudiobook & eBook

The remarkable story of Mostafa Salameh, son of Palestinian

refugees, mountaineer and advocate of moderate Islam.

Mostafa Salameh 

Dreams of a Refugee eBook

Brash hustlers, sinister colonels, resilient refugees, and

intrepid radio hosts: meet the future of Congo.

Ben Rawlence 

Radio Congo  eBook

An anthology on the experiences of young refugees and

asylum seekers.

Lucy Popescu 

A Country to Call Home  eBook



Some of Segal’s finest work, including new and uncollected

writing, and selections from her novels, stories, and essays.

Lore Segal 

The Journal I Did Not Keep  eBook

Nadia’s family is forced to flee their home in Aleppo, Syria,

when the Arab Spring sparks a civil war in this timely

coming-of-age novel.

N H Senzai 

Escape From Aleppo  eBook

One night fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother and young

brother are hauled from their home by Soviet guards,

thrown into cattle cars and sent away.

Ruta Sepetys 

Between Shades of Gray eAudiobook & eBook

Nine months after the Nazi occupation of Austria, 600 Jewish

children assembled at Vienna station to board the first of the

kindertransports bound for Britain. Among them was ten

year old Lore Segal.

Lore Segal 

Other People’s Houses  eBook

A passionate love story of a refugee from Hitler’s Europe and

a witty, hard-drinking black intellectual.

Lore Segal 

Her First American  eBook



Twenty British Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic writers and

artists reflect on race, immigration and being ‘other’ in

Great Britain.

Nikesh Shukla 

The Good Immigrant  eAudiobook & eBook

Two teenagers on opposite sides of the globe flee everything

they know. In a world turned upside down by tragedy, they

are refugees.

Catherine Stine 

Refugees  eBook

A group of undocumented children with letters for names,

are stuck living in a refugee camp, with stories to tell but no

papers to prove them.

Steve Tasane 

Child I eBook

A thriller set in post-Soviet era Poland.

Timothy Jay Smith 

The Fourth Courier  eBook

Amid the furious ocean there was no human sound on deck:

some people standing, watching the wave, but no one

capable of words.

Jock Serong 

On the Java Ridge  eBook



Explores the human experience of the 'refugee crisis' by

following their journeys, by considering what keeps them

going, as they reach Europe's frontiers, and after.

Daniel Trilling 

Lights in the Distance   eBook

A riveting tale of dislocation, survival, and the power of

stories to break or save us.

Clemantine Wamariya & Elizabeth Weil 

The Girl Who Smiled Beads eAudiobook & eBook

Re-envisions third-country resettlement, with a focus on the

social networks generated by refugees.

Various 

The Crux of Refugee Resettlement  eBook

Captures the day-to-day lives of immigrants and refugees in

a nameless city, illuminating hopes, disappointments, love

affairs, and above all, the pursuit of a place to belong.

Souvankham Thammavongsa 

How to Pronounce Knife  eBook

A public defender’s dedicated struggle to rescue two

innocent men from the recent Kafkaesque practices of

the vandalized justice system…

Steven T Wax 

Kafka Comes to America eAudiobook 

Clemantine Wamariya & Elizabeth Weil The 
Girl Who Smiled Beads eAudiobook & eBook



A conscience-raising novel for young adults about the

complex issue of refugees.

Benjamin Zephaniah 

Refugee Boy   eBook

A novel about the plight of young Zimbabwean refugees and

the power of brotherly love.

Michael Williams 

Now is the Time for Running  eBook



Borrow eBooks and eAudiobooks online or with our library app.

Step 1 Log In

Online � From your library website 
log in to BorrowBox with 
your library ID/barcode and 
password/PIN.

App � Download the BorrowBox 
app. Select your 
library and enter your library 
ID/barcode and password/PIN.

Step 2 Search

Search, browse and discover our great collection 
24/7, by title, author or category, 
read extracts, listen to excerpts 
and more.

Step 3 Borrow

Confirm your choice or reserve a title for later.

Step 4 Download

Download the complete eBook or eAudiobook 
instantly. When reserved titles 
are ready to download we�ll email 
you.

Step 5 Enjoy

Enjoy reading bestselling eBooks and listening to the most popular eAudiobooks from your favourite 
authors everywhere you go.

Step 6 Revisit

We're always adding new titles, so visit often 
and make the most of your library membership.
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